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Fun Fair Thanks (continued from Page 6)

favorite and you always run it
with poise and ease. Mark,
thanks for helping us keep the
drinks cold by running and get-

ting the extra ice!

To Kelly Reynolds: Your
spreadsheet-making abilities are
fantastic! Thanks so much for
keeping track of all the details
that were involved in the food
preorders. Food would not
have run so smoothly without
you!

To Ginny Heinlein: The
sponsor sign and food signs were
absolutely wonderful! Thank
you for the time you took to find
each sponsors’ logo. All the
signs looked great!

To Anne Gruettner: Gracias
for translating everything for us
as well as volunteering to trans-
late in redemption for all three
hours!!

To Pattie Hudson: Thank you
for your Photo Shop talents in
placing each teacher and staffs’
head on a bobble head picture.

To Kim Liautaud: Thank you
for organizing and running Re-
demption — one of the craziest
places during the fun fair!

To our Room Parents: Once
again, the prize baskets went
above all expectations! You
cach did a fantastic job in creat-

ing a masterpiece!

To our kid volunteers (Nathan
P., Sean E., Connor M., Mi-
chael T., Michael R., Chris-
tina T., Ryan S., Rebecca R.,
Joshua H., Charlie K., Ariya
H., Kelly L., Jennifer B.,
Sarah B., Tim X., Dayna D.
Kelly G., Kevin G., Emma P.
and Amber L.):

Thank you for staying after
school and helping us set up.
You all did such a great job. We
think it was the fastest set up

ever!

To each family who donated
something to the cake walk or
drinks: Thank you for your

kindness and generosity!

And finally to every person who
volunteered their time during
the fun fair. Someone
mentioned to me that

what they did was just a

drop in the bucket com-
pared to what we did.

Well, it takes every drop

to fill a bucket and it

takes every volunteer to

run a successful Fun Fair.
Thanks from the bottom

of our hearts for all the

help we received!!

~Sam & Liz Pusch

To Our Major League Yolunteers!!!

If you’ve ever faced the daunting
task of filling 200 positions with
volunteers, you can imagine the
gratitude we felt each time you
answered “Sure!” A positive
response was positively heart-
warming. We were lucky
enough to experience that good
feeling dozens of times as nearly
150 of you “stepped up to the
plate” for our Take Me Out to
the Ball Game Fun Fair.

Thank you to all who made the

time to help, to the staff who

added hours onto a long day, to
the many of you who doubled

(and tripled!) on shifts, to those
who engaged their family mem-
bers, and to all the pinch hitters
willing to fill in remaining gaps.

Set-up began right after school.
Cash out and clean up ended at
10PM. Miraculously, all our
bases from start to finish and in
between were covered. Iknow
I speak for Sam and Liz, and the

entire Committee when I say
you have our sincere and heart-
felt appreciation. And any time
you are trying to fill your batting
order, please don’t hesitate to
give me a call.

Nancy Kaye
M] Fun Fair Volunteer Coordi-

nator
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Fun Fair Prize Baskets (continued from Page 6)

DVDs and Snacks” basket.

The Escobar Family won
Mrs. Myers/Mrs. Eck-
man’s class’ “Movie Tickets
DVDs and Snacks” basket.

Johanna won Mrs.
Schwarz’s class’ “Game

Night at Home” basket.

The Beaupre Family won
Mrs. Miller’s class’ “Game

Night at Home” basket.

Andrew M. won Ms.

Papa’s class’ “Game Night at
Home” basket.

The Cox Family won
Mrs. Mitchum’s class’
“Game Night at Home” basket.

Daniel Yania won Mrs.
Bonsignore’s class’
“Garden” basket.

Libby A. won Ms.
Kolcz’s class’ “Garden” bas-

ket.

Kristi Schwarz won Ms.
Oblitas’ class’ “Garden”
basket.

Sam Walsh won Mrs.
Cutts’ class’ “Fishies” bas-
ket.

The Prochilo Family won
Mrs. Kurtz’s class’ “Lego”
basket.

Tori W. won Mrs.
Sawdey’s class’ “Plush and
Cuddly” basket.

The Vikram Family won
Mrs. King’s class’ “Popular
Trends” basket.

Melissa K. won the “Girl
Scout Cookies” basket donated
by the Marion Jordan
Girl Scouts.

The Pinderski Family
won the “Cubs” basket do-
nated by The Chicago
Cubs and the Silver fam-

ily.

The Escobar Family won
the “Scrapbooking” basket
donated by the Erickson,
Kurtzweil and Kaye
families.

Dawn Schmidt won the
“Summer Fun at the Valley
Swim Club” basket donated
by the Valley Swim
Club.

Tessa O. won the “American
Girl” basket donated by The
American Girl Store and
the Pusch and Lang
families.

The Vessel Family won
the “Have a Great Morning”
basket donated by Star-
bucks, Regular Joe Cof-

fee and Great American
Bagel.

Ben R. won the “White Sox”
basket donated by the
Perri and Pusch families
and Vini’s Pizza.

Stephan P. won the “Sip
and Relax” basket donated by
Wine Styles, Elements
Massage and the Pusch
family.

Abby D. won the “Manna”
basket donated by the
McCoppin, Reynolds,
Washido, Ganas, Rud-
man, Maniola, Brand,
Caro and Zografos fami-

lies.

Ana P. won the “Webkinz”
basket donated by the
Pusch family.

Jillian M. won the “Pamper
Me” basket donated by Sa-
lon Lorene.

Myles M. won the “Sports
and More” basket donated by
The Chicago Black
Hawks, The Chicago
Wolves, The Schaum-
burg Flyers, Ben and
Jerry’s Ice Cream, The
Kohl’s Children’s Mu-
seum and Vini’s Pizza.

Mark your calendar for the M] Open House on
April 29th! More information to come soon!

JORDANAIRE
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SPARK

Catherine Whitcher, M.Ed.,
from Precision Education, Inc.,
was the guest speaker at the last
SPARK meeting. She explained
the importance of schools and
parents working together when
creating an IEP (Individualized
Education Plan) for students
with special needs. The main
purpose of the IEP is to make
sure the student is furthering
his/her education, creating em-
ployment opportunities in the
future and helping to develop
vital indcpcndcnt 1iving skills.
This can be accomplished when

ISSUE VIl

ate a plan that will benefit a spe-
cific child.

Catherine also explained that
parents need to make sure they
are educated on the IEP process
so they can ensure that their
child’s needs are being addressed
at the IEP and annual review
meetings.

If you would like to find out
more information about Ms.
Whitcher’s company, you can

contact her at (815) 302-1273

or visit her website at

The next SPARK meeting is
April 6*, 7:00 p.m. in the Sund-
ling Gymnasium, and it is a
MUST come! It gives parents
with special needs the opportu-
nity to meet local vendors and
organizations that will showcase
their opportunities to involve
children over the summer in
many activities. Vendors in-
clude therapeutic, educational
and recreational opportunities
that help the summer be success-

ful and fun for our kids.

Ani Erickson
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M]J Earns Academic Excellence Award

Six District 15 schools have been
recognized by the 2008 Illinois
Honor Roll with an Academic
Excellence Award.

The Illinois Honor Roll is a joint
project of the Illinois State Board
of Education and Northern Illi-
nois University. The Honor Roll
recognizes schools in three cate-
gories: Spotlight Schools, Aca-
demic Excellence Awards, and
Academic Improvement
Awards.

The Academic Excellence
Award recognized 388 schools
in Illinois that have sustained
high academic performance re-
sults over at least three years. In
District 15, all six recognized

N
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schools have received this honor
in the past, as well.

Schools receiving the Academic
Excellence Award in District 15
are:

e  Marion Jordan School (fifth
consecutive year)

e Hunting Ridge School
(fourth consecutive year)

e  Pleasant Hill School (fifth
consecutive year)

e  Plum Grove Junior High
(second consecutive year)

e  Frank C. Whiteley School
(second year)

e Winston Campus Elemen-
tary School (second con-
secutive year)

To receive the Academic Excel-
lence Honor, the schools must
meet the following criteria:

o At least 90% of students
met or exceeded state stan-
dards in both reading and
mathematics for at least
three consecutive years.

e  All schools must have made
Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP) for the past two
years and have a 95% stu-
dent participation rate in
state assessments for all
students and each subgroup.

e Have an attendance rate of
at least 90%.

From the CCSD 15 Website

”



PAGE 10

9
gl-
.
gl-
.
gl-

birthday Book Club

Holy smokes! Check out
ALL these new members of
the Birthday Book Club!
Winter was a busy time for
us. Each name represents
one brand new book just
waiting to be discovered on
the shelves of our Resource
Center. Thanks, BBC
members!

January
Sara G.
Kendra H.
Kaitlyn H.
Jenna K.
Aishwarya L.

Spotlight on the Board

Spotlight on the Board is a
synopsis of notes and re-
cordings taken at the Dis-
trict 15 School Board meet-
ings by Frank C. Whiteley
PTA’s school board liaison,
Jennifer Mondy. They are
meant to help parents and
staff who are unable to at-
tend the Board meetings on
aregular basis to keep in-
formed about the issues and
plans affecting the district.
These notes are not en-
dorsed by District 15 or the
Board of Education.

Highlights from the March
1 Ith Regular meeting
Special Education Up-
date
The administration provided
details on several ongoing

JORDANAIRE

Meghana M.
Timothy O.
Stefan P.
Abby R.
Avnika S.

February
Evan G.
Kayla K.
Maxwell J.
John L.
Evan M.
Kate M.
Mia M.
Jack R.
David S.
Michelle S.

initiatives including a new
model for the nationally
mandated Response to In-
tervention (Rtl). By Janu-
ary 2010, the district will
screen all students through
MAP and other testing in
order to identify those that
are not making progress.
Students will then receive
targeted interventions for
specific deficits without
going through the Individu-
alized Education Program
(IEP) process. More stu-
dents are expected to bene-
fit from the new model.

Citizens Address the
Board

Four citizens expressed their
views regarding special edu-
cation proposals in the dis-

Peter S.
Kayla T.

March
Shriya B.
Drew G.
Kaylee G.
Caitlin G.
Tony H.
Sara H.
Martin M.
Nick P.
Mitchell S.
Erik V.
Kate W.
Derek Z.

trict. Requests were made
to reconsider the elimina-
tion of the Language Learn-
ing program and to change
Transitional Kindergarten
from a half day to a full day
for the 2009/10 school
year.

Technology Plan Up-
date

An overview of the district’s
challenges and opportunities
for implementing 21st cen-
tury technologies was pre-
sented in detail. Board
members commented that
curriculum should drive
technology needs, that there
are challenges in increasing
staff development and how
previous technology budget
Continued on Page 11
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cuts have affected the district.
Results from a staff survey as-
sessing their skills and how they
currently use technology along
with data on how surrounding
school districts utilize 21st cen-
tury technologies will be pre-
sented at the May 27th COW
meeting.

ED-RED Council/
Legislation

Ilinois is expected to receive $1
billion from the federal stimulus
package for appropriations to
school districts. Those funds are
designated for special education
and early childhood. Money for
educational technology is also
expected for equipment, teacher
training and curriculum devel-
opment. Actual dollar figures
have not been finalized and may
be less than previously an-
nounced. Additional informa-
tion will be provided April 1st.

Committee of the Whole
Agenda — April 1Ist

Program initiatives to be pre-
sented include middle schools
and grade level centers. The
agenda also includes a continued
discussion of the 5-Year Finan-
cial Projections including a Capi-
tal Expenditures plan for the
district.

Board of Education Elec-
tion — April 7th

Candidate Web sites that include
background information as well
as Blogs, YouTube Video chats
and responses to news media
questionnaires can be found at
www.fcwpta.org/

election.htm

ISSUE VIII

Highlights from the February 25th
Committee of the Whole meeting

Beginning Conversations
about Expanding Educa-
tional Opportunities
Curriculum administrators pre-
sented research and specific dis-
trict data on all-day kindergar-
ten, second language offerings at
the elementary schools and two
types of Spanish maintenance
language programs. Research
shows that children do benefit
from all-day kindergarten re-
gardless of their background and
half of the public schools sur-
rounding District 15 offer it.
Data on foreign language in-
struction indicates that the most
effective programs meet at least
30 minutes, three to five days a
week. Transitional bilingual
programs are mandated in Illi-
nois with the goal of English
language development. The
goals of maintenance programs
are to have the student become
bilingual and obtain literacy in

both languages.

Review 5-Year Financial
Projections

Debate ensued over whether the
projections accurately reflected
incoming revenues from new
construction and expenditures
for teacher compensation and
capital improvements over the
next few years. Discussion also
included distribution scenarios
for the Palatine TIF revenue
expected in 2010, potential spe-
cial education federal stimulus
money and projected deficits in
both the operating and education
funds. Revisions will be made
to the forecast and brought back

at the March 11th Board meet-
ing.

Impact of Class Size Reduc-
tion (K-8)

The administration’s calculations
show that if class size averages
were reduced by one student in
grades 1 through 6, ten addi-
tional sections would be needed
district wide, costing $500K.
Most members felt that the tim-
ing wasn’t right and cited finan-
cial projections showing the
district’s deficit spending, the
uncertainty of teacher contract
negotiations and that class sizes
would have to dramatically re-
duce in order to make a signifi-
cant impact in student achieve-
ment.

Board Member Access to
Information/Authority

It was revealed that a legal opin-
ion from the Illinois State Attor-
ney’s office had been received
addressing this Board’s lack of
access to readily available dis-
trict documents. Without the
majority of the Board’s knowl-
edge, an attorney was present to
respond to the issue of individual
Board member authority which
contradicted the legal opinion.
Charges were made that em-
ployees were directed to deny
access to documents and infor-
mation is being provided to one
member and not the entire
Board. The audio (17 minutes)
for this portion of the meeting
can be found at
www.fewpta.org/
board_notes.htm

PAGE
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Min1 Courses a Continued Success

THANK YOU! THANK
YOU! Minicourses con-
tinue to succeed serving 280
students with over 35
classes. We can’t do it
without our awesome par-
ents who volunteer to teach
a class and share a talent!!

You are fantastic...

Mary Kay Aronson, Kim
Ault, Nidhi Bansal, Marga-
ret Bergin, Sarah
Borkowski, Sharon Bradlcy,
Donna Brand, Laurie Bul-
son, Bob Burk, Carolynn
Burk, Josey Crescio, Bridget
Corona, John Cushing,
Laura Diaz, Susan Dunne,
Susan Erickson, Mark Even-
son, Reta Evenson, Sally
Fedus, Diana Ferrara, Kris
Flemming, Ann Glassgow,
Robin Grimaldi, Deanna
Hotchner, Yumi Iguchi,
Doug Jayes, Anne Jefferson,
Hailian Jiang, Nancy Kaye,
Marie Kuechel, Michelle
Kurtzweil, Barb Leczycki,
Vinnie Maniola, Lisa Miles,
Robin Murauskis, Haruko

Kudos

Our sincere thanks to our
dedicated room parents for
all their help with the Art to
Remember fundraiser.
Your efforts to coordinate
the classroom art sessions
were critical to our success.
We appreciate all you do.

Kudos to the 6™ Grade stu-
dents and parents — as well
as the 6™ Grade Service Pro-

JORDANAIRE

Nishiura, Danielle Odom,
Julie O'Hara, Elizabeth
Pagenkopf, Cindy Payne,
Jeff Perkins, Kathy Robar,
Terry Robar, Maureen
Ross, Carla Rydberg, Jim
Rydberg, Dawn Schmidt,
Tara Schroeder, Alison Sil-
ver, Divya Sundaram, Cindy
Wascow, Laurie Wood !

We’re also grateful to the
girls from Girl Scout Troop
1753 for helping with the
Tooth Fairy Pillows/Flower
Fairies Class.

A HUGE thank you to the
wonderful local businesses
who donated their time and
talents to connect with our
children, teach them some-
thing new, and have fun
while doing it:

J. P. Wood Martial Arts Foun-
dation — Jan Wood

A Closer Bond — John Cushing
Kramer Photography - Isaiah
The Dance Project — Lisa Go-

mez

ject Committee, Donna
Denniston, Leslie Han-
lon, Michelle Kurtz-
weil, Joanne Pace, Dana
Pinderski, Mindy Stoms
and Laurie Wood — for
planning and staffing the
terrific Gym Jamz Nights!
Our students had a lot of
fun, and the committee was
able to raise over $1,800 to
support our partner schools
in El Salvador.

Yoga - Melissa Hollander
Tae Kwon Do—Will H.

Thanks so much to Mrs.
Petersen, Mr. Kerkemeyer,
Ms. Clark, Mr. Duffy, and
Ms. Mitchum for allowing
us the use of the rooms and
gym during minicourses.
Without them, we would
have no place to meet!
Thank you to Mrs. Roiland
and Mrs. Divello for all of
your help. Special thanks to
Mrs. Swiatowy for her help-
fulness with equipment/
materials and allowing us to
invade the art room...

If anyone has class ideas or
suggestions for next year,
now is the time to send
them to us before you for-
get!

Carla Rydberg and Reta
Evenson
Minicourses Chairs

Kudos to Josey Crescio
and Robin Murauskis for
their work with the Envi-
ronmental Education Com-
mittee. The students look
forward to Waste Free
lunches — and it’s an excel-
lent example to us all.

Thanks to Susie Rogers,
Health & Safety Chair, for
keeping the District 15 Coat
Closet in such good shape!



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
6" Grade Math 6" Grade Math 6" Grade Math Passover Staff & Student
Placement Testing Placement Testing Placement Testing Nonattendance Day
Art to Remember 6" Grade Math
Packet Due ELECTION DAY Placement Testing
7-8:30p: SPARK-
Resource & Summer Yearbook Order Form
Fair (Sundling Gym) Due
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Kindergarten 7p: Board of 9a: PTA Meeting
oo Open Registration Education Meeting
NW} (9:30-11am, 1-3pm,
6-8pm)
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Market Day Paper EARTH DAY 36" Grade Market Day
Form Deadline Waste Free Lunch Assembly Online Orders Due
(11p)
KG-2" Grade Market Day Paper Begin. Band Concert
Assembly Form Orders Due 7PM @ PH
26 27 28 29 30
Teacher Appreciation Market Day Pickup OPEN HOUSE Teacher Plan Day
Week! 9:45-10:45a No Student Attendance

2009




Marion Jordan PTA Committees

Back to School - Coordinates pre-packaged school
supplies in spring. Delivers supplies to students’” desks
before school begins.

B.E.A.R. - Be Excited About Reading coordinates
volunteers to read with 1st and 2nd grade students to
give them additional one-to-one reading practice.
Bilingual Liaison - Facilitates communication
between the MJPTA and our Spanish-speaking
families.

Book Fair - Coordinates book fairs open to students,
parents and teachers.

Birthday Book Club - Coordinates donations of
gift books to the Resource Center by parents to
commemorate children’s birthdays.

Cultural Arts - Provides and plans cultural arts
assemblies, workshops, and special programs to the
students at Marion Jordan.

Dads’ Committee - Organizes and hosts the
Pancake Breakfast, Moms and Muffins, as well as Gym
Jamz Nights.

Directory - Compiles and publishes the school
directory of names, addresses, and phone numbers,
which is published in the fall and distributed to PTA
member families.

Environmental Awareness - Informs and educates
students and parents on environmental issues through
various programs. They also head up our school
beautification projects.

Family Events - Promotes family and faculty
involvement by sponsoring non-fundraising family
gatherings such as Fall Fest, Dads & Donuts, and the
Family Picnic.

Fun Fair - Coordinates and plans the school fun fair,
including games and concessions.

Health & Safety - Assists with school vision and
hearing screening, District 15 blood drive, coat
closets and increasing health and safety awareness in
our students. Organizes M]’s Family Fitness Fair.
Holiday Bazaar - Provides an opportunity for
students to shop for holiday gifts for their families.
Hospitality - Hosts and serves refreshments at a
variety of special occasions and PTA events.

Junior Great Books - Provides opportunities for
students to study classic books to acquire a greater
appreciation of literature.

Kids Helping Kids - Our service-oriented
committee champions projects which help our M]
students raise money for a variety of non-profit
groups.

KinderGym - Coordinates the physical education
program for kindergarten children.

Manna - Our Manna program raises funds for our
MJPTA through the sale of gift cards.

Marion Jordan Cares - Coordinates help efforts
for school and community members in need.
Market Day - Coordinates co-op food sale
fundraiser.

Membership — Promotes PTA membership among
parents and school faculty/staff throughout the school
year.

Mini Courses - Coordinators offer students creative
and educational “workshops” (led by volunteer
parents) as an alternative to outside recess during the
winter months.

Newsletter - Produces a newsletter with school
calendar and articles from PTA and staff.

Parent Education - Promotes parental awareness
and education; presents speakers and writes articles
on topics of concern to parents.

Publicity - Promotes Marion Jordan, its students
and staff to the public in a positive way.
Reflections - Coordinates M] student participation
in the National PTA-themed contest to encourage
students in music, language arts, photography, and
fine arts.

Resource Center - Coordinates volunteers for the
M]J Resource Center.

Scholarship - Promotes academic excellence by
seeking PTA academic grants for academic-related
field trips, programs, competitions, etc.

Sixth Grade - Coordinates all special activities
commemorating the 6" Grade year.

S.P.A.R.K. - Special Education Parents Accessing
Resources & Knowledge provides a means of
educating parents, providing resources and
networking opportunities for families whose children
learn differently or have special needs.

SpiritWear - Organizes the sale of MJ-related
activewear for the students.

Team Blue Jay - Supports team-building and
leadership-building projects throughout the year.
Volunteer Parents - Recruits volunteers for room
parents and various committees’ needs throughout the
school year. Manages the schools’ emergency phone
tree.

Ways and Means - Organizes fundraising projects
such as Innisbrook and/ or direct donation drive.
Welcome - Helps to ease transition of new students
and their families into Marion Jordan.

Yearbook - Assists photographer on picture day.
Works with MJ student yearbook club and principal



to coordinate photos, layout, proofread, and
distribute the final printed yearbook.

Young Authors - Provides an opportunity for all
students to create and publish their own books.



Presenting the 2008-2009 MJ Yearbook: —

“Our Time to Shine”

If you are interested in purchasing a 2008/2009 Marion Jordanh Yearbook, please follow
the directions below and return the form to your teacher by: Thursday, April 9.

¢ TFill out the form below. You Cah use one form for all of your Children.
e Place order form and a Check for the amount of Yearbooks ordered in an
envelope.
o Note: Please send checks only. This will serve as your record Of payment.
o Make checks payable to “Marion Jordan PTA".
o [abel the envelope “Yearbook order form” and returh to your teacher.

Yearbooks will be distributed during the last week of sChool.
If you have any questions or concerns, please ContacCt:
Katie Jenkinson at jenkinsk@Ccsdi5.net Or 847-963-5529

Or

Jennifer Clarke at Clarkej@ccsdis.net or 847-963-5530

Marion Jordah 2008-2009 Yearbook Qrder Form

Make Check payable to :Marion Jordan PTA

Student’s Name Teacher’s Name Quantity Ordered

Total # Of yearbooks ordered:

Cost per yearbook $16.45

Total amount owed ($)

Name oh Check: Check #




EARTH DAY IN THE PARK

7NN
N
L\

o
N\

EARTH DAY IS EVERYONE’S
RESPONSIBILITY - BECOME
AN INVESTOR IN YOUR
ILLINOIS PARKS.

The lllinois PTA urges you to participate in the lllinois Dept. of
Natural Resources campaign to be a part of a statewide
program celebrating Earth Day — Wednesday, April 22", What
better way to show that you care about your earth then to be
a participant. Information on this opportunity to get involved
for "Earth Day in the Parks" program can be found at
http://www.dnr.state.il.us/education/CLASSRM/EDITPinstruct.htm





