SPECIAL
POINTS OF
INTEREST:

e The MJPTA
is going

green!

® The theme
for the 2008-
09 Reflec-
tions Pro-
gram is
“Wow!”

e The MJPTA
is looking for
volunteers
to chair or
co-chair
some great
committees.
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Welcome back!

We hope all of our Marion
Jordan families had a great
summer! We have been busy
planning our activities for the
upcoming school year.
Thanks to your input —
through our online survey —1I
think you will notice some
changes.

First, the MJPTA is going
green! In an effort to reduce
our imprint on the environ-
ment — and our printing costs
— we are asking that all of our
families sign up for our e-mail
reminder and Jordanaire e-
mail programs. These will be
our primary venues for pass-
ing along important informa-
tion to you. We hope to re-
place many of our flyers with
electronic versions, and will

only be distributing our

monthly Jordanaire via e-mail
or our website (except for the
first and last issues of the
year). If you're interested in
participating, please drop me
a line at
joh1012(@yahoo.com, or
check the spot on your PTA
Membership Form.

Second, our website has a new
look — www.mjpta.org! We
are hopeful that this will be a
place you frequent often — for
up-to-date information, as
well as access to flyers and
other important information.

Third, instead of hosting our
morning parent coffees, the
PTA will be hosting three
evening events for our par-
ents. These forums are de-
signed to create a meaningful
give-and-take among the par-
ents, the principal, Dana Pe-

Welcome New Teachers!

The Marion Jordan PTA is
pleased to welcome the new
teachers and staff to our
Marion Jordan family!

Please stop in, and wish them
well:

Lizzie Falkenberg, 4™ Grade
Marcy Craig, SIP

Laura Papa, SIP

Shirley Swiatowy, Art
Mary Sheridan, Speech
Linda Sullivan, Band

tersen, and the PTA. We are
hopeful that our new evening

events will provide you the
opportunity for access and
input into your child’s educa-

tion.

Finally, we are all gcnuinciy
excited for the beginning of
another school year! We hope
to see all of you over the next
few weeks at Parent Orienta-
tion or our first Parent Forum
— or at Fall Fest! Please feel
free to call or e-mail Wendy
or me with any of your ques-
tions or concerns.

Julie O’Hara
M]JPTA Co-President
joh1012(@yahoo.com

Wendy Seidman
MJPTA Co-President

wendy.seidman(@mipta.or

Jennifer Lee, Orchestra
Jen Glazbrook, School Psy-
chologist
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Save
the

Date!

The annual
MJPT A Fall Fest
is coming your

way!

Games!

Food ! Fun!

Dessert with Dana

(ome meet our new superintendent, Dr. Daniel Lukich!

This year, the MJPTA is hosting three evening events designed to be forums for

addressing questions/issues of interest to our families.

This is a terrific opportunity to meet our new superintendent, Dr. Lukich, our

principal, Mrs. Petersen, other parents, and our PTA Co-Presidents, Julie

O’Hara and Wendy Seidman.

Our first evening forum will be held Tuesday, September 9", from 7:00-8:00

p-m. at Marion Jordan. We look forward to seeing you!

Fundraising at MJ

We want to take a moment
to give you an overview of
fundraising that occurs
throughout the year at MJ.
There are a number of or-
ganizations who fundraise
through the school, aside
from the MJPTA itself.

Our hope is that giving you
an overview will help you
decide when (or whether)
to contribute. Please know
that our planning is not
complete for the year — nor
is the planning of other or-
ganizations — so this is an

early snapshot of our plans.

MJPTA

Fundraising: Art to Re-
member (once/year), Di-
rect Donations, Innisbrook
Wraps (once/year), Market
Day (monthly), Manna Gift
Cards (monthly or bi-
monthly); Dine and Share
(occasional).

JORDANAIRE

Events/Programs that
break even: Class Party
Fees, Fall Fest, Fun Fair,
Family Picnic, Junior Great
Books, Pancake Breakfast,
SpiritWear.

Ambassador Club
Two students from every 4*

—6h grade classroom will be
selected by their peers to
represent their classes as M]
Student Ambassadors.
Throughout the year, the
Ambassador Club works to
support and publicize PTA
events, M] events and vari-
ous community service pro-
jects. Fundraisers: Mar-
ket Day Cookie Dough Sale

and Smencils

District 15 Educational

Marion Jordan

Book Fair; This activity is
facilitated by the MJPTA —
proceeds go directly to
Marion Jordan.

Market Day

Pennies for Pies raises funds
to purchase pies for local
charities.

Ninos Avudando Ninos

Our new partnership sup-
porting schools in El Salva-
dor.

Palatine Food Pantry
The MJPTA will be solicit-
ing food/dry good dona-

tions for the month of Sep-
tember.

Sixth Grade

Foundation

Various events; there is
always a school-wide event
in May

Various events (Dine and
Share in October) support
the farewell activities of the
6™ Grade and its service
activities.
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What's New— Keeping You in the Know

As the school year begins, new
families may encounter new
vocabulary or new issues that
require some translation:

Centers: In the lower grades,
many of the teachers ask for
parent volunteers to help during
1-2-hour daily work sessions.
These volunteers help smaller
groups of students work on spe-
cific tasks (vocabulary, math,
etc.). You can sign up for Cen-
ters in your child’s classroom on
Parent Orientation Night. Be
sure not to overcommit if
you're new! You can always add
days onto your schedule as the
months progress.

If your child’s teacher does not
have Centers, there are a num-
ber of ways you can volunteer in
school and spend some time
with your child. First, you can
sign up to lead your child’s Jun-
ior Great Books Program. This
is a once/weck reading program
(held during lunchtime) for six
weeks. Second, you can sign up
to help at the Resource Center
or Computer Lab. Young Au-
thors is also a terrific lunchtime
program during which children
write and illustrate their own

books.

KinderGym: This is a pro-

gram specifically designed to
help kindergartners transition
into all of the “special” classes he
or she will have in an educa-
tional career. Two parents/
class help Mr. Duffy with the
daily activity. The sign-up for
this is on the PTA Volunteer
Interest Form — or in your
child’s Kindergarten class.
However, you are always wel-
come to add your name to the
list by contacting Rose Tader at
rtader@linuxscope.com.

Lunch: If this is your child’s
first year navigating the lunch-
room, it can sometimes be
daunting. Students use their
own pin codes to purchase
meals, and are able to do this
very successfully in a short time.
Students can also purchase milk
with either a pin code or cash.
Ice cream is available (cash only)
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
You are encouraged to create a
family rule about whether this is
allowed or not, and how often.

Being at school: If parents

need to be inside the school for
ANY reason, they need to sign
in at the front office and obtain a
badge. Also, the school doors
remain locked during the day.
You need to ring the doorbell to
be buzzed in by the front office

Book Fair Coming Soon!

Soma! Ota! Kua! Read! Dream! Grow!

Come on a Reading Safari with Marion Jordan and Scholastic Books. Our sale
begins October 27 and runs through November 1. Look for details on family
events in the next Jordanaire or contact Nancy Kaye nckayeda(@yahoo.com.

during school hours. PLEASE
do not open the door for anyone
else; you can politely explain
that it is against school policy.

Forgotten Items: M] has a
“drop off table” right outside the

office. If you are leaving some-

Join us for

thing for your child, please leave our next
it on the table — marked clearly
with student/teacher names.

Marion

Bus Issues: If you have an issue
with your child’s bus, your best
bet isyto call the Transgortation J ordan PTA
Department directly. They are
very responsive to a variety of Mee[ing on
issues. Itis important for you to
know the number of your bus —

and, hopefully, the name of your Septemh(‘/f
driver — to assist them in assist-
ing you. You can reach the 19th at 9:00

Transportation Department at:

(847)963-3900.

a.nm.

School Office: Our school
secretaries, Mrs. Roiland and
Mrs. Divello, are excellent
sources of information. We
encourage you to get to know
them.

Teachers: You will find that
the teachers are very responsive.
You can call or e-mail, or set up
an appointmcnt to see your
child’s teacher.
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REMINDER:

PTA Forms Due
September 5th.

We’re looking

for volunteers!
Ii you are interested
in volunteering,
please ieel iree to
contact Julie 0’Hara
(847)991-1465 or
Wendy Seidman
(847)359-7865.

(elebrate your
lalents by
participaling in
this year’s
Reflections
Program!

The 2008-09
Theme is “Wow!”

Looking for a Few Good Volunteers!

The PTA has a number of
committees with openings
for Chairs or Co-Chairs, or
just some dedicated volun-
teers! If you are interested
in volunteering, please feel
free to contact Julie O’Hara

(847)991-1465 or Wendy
Seidman (847)359-7865.

Fun Fair Subcommittee
Chairs - Coordinate and
plan the school Fun Fair (in
February).

Kids Helping Kids — Our
service-oriented committee
runs our annual fall walk-a-

thon and champions other

projects which help our M]

students raise money for a
variety of non-profit groups.

Parent Education - Pro-
motes parental awareness
and education; presents
speakers and writes articles
on topics of concern to par-
ents; hosts parents’ coffees.

Scholarship - Promotes
academic excellence by
seeking PTA academic
grants for academic-related
field trips, programs, com-
petitions, etc.

S.P.A.R.K. - Special Educa-
tion Parents Accessing Re-
sources & Knowledge pro-
vides a means of educating

parents, providing resources
and networking opportuni-
ties for families whose chil-
dren learn differently or
have special needs.

Yearbook — Assists pho-
tographer on picture day.
Works with M] student
yearbook club and principal
to coordinate photos, lay-
out, proofread, and distrib-
ute the final printed year-
book.

Young Authors — Pro-
vides an opportunity for all
students to create and pub-
lish their own books.

2008-09 Reflections Program

Do you like to draw, dance, play
an instrument or take photo-
graphs in your spare time? It’s
time to express your creativity at
Marion Jordan. The PTA Reflec-
tions Program is a perfect place to
showcase your talent.

The Reflections Program gives
students the opportunity to en-
courage and display their talents
while reinforcing the importance
of arts in education. Start encour-
aging your kids to brainstorm
ideas to support this year’s theme
“Wow!” With such a great, wide
open theme, the ideas can be ex-
pressed limitlessly throughout the
categories. Students in Kindergar-
ten through Grade 6 at Marion

JORDANAIRE

Jordan can submit entries in the

following categories:

®  Film/video production
Dance choreography

® Musical composition

®  Photography

®  Visual arts

e Literature

Complete rules, entry forms and
additional details will be available
in the front office or feel free to
contact Molly Plizga at 847-991-
3687 or by email at
molly869(@sbcglobal.net.

All Entry Forms and Rules and
Regulations can be emailed or
sent to a student’s classroom

Students are not limited to one
entry or one category. Deadlines
for entries are November 7%.
Watch for more information at
school and through the newslet-
ter. In the meantime, start snap-
ping shots, composing music, or
drawing what you think expresses
“Wow!” to you.

upon request or picked up in the
front office. If you would like to
volunteer to help with Reflec-
tions, please contact Molly Plizga.
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citing Ninos Ayudando Ninos “Children Helping Children” project. Our Webelos Scouts will also be earning funds for

shipping to El Salvador. Details on “hiring” the Scouts or where to contribute soccer balls will follow. For more in-

formation, contact Donna Brand at donnabrand(@comcast.net or Nancy Kaye at nckaye(@yahoo.com.

om mm Emm o o o O S O o e .

Special kudos to our Audit
Committee, Barb Leonard, Jeff
Perkins, Liz Pusch, and Wendy
Seidman for their hard work
over the summer in auditing our

books!

Thanks to our Back to School
Committee, Cindy Wascow and
Mary Kating, for their hard
work in distributing the supply

kits. . .and for organizing

Kudos Corner

our online ordering process.
Kudos to our Budget Commit-
tee, including Leah Duffy, Jeff
Perkins, Dana Petersen, and
Gail Tomal, who helped the
PTA Co-Presidents get the
2008-2009 budget ready for

presentation!

Thanks — in advance — to our
Directory/Membership Team,

oS Tm Em Emm Em Em o o Em O B B S S B B EEm B EEm EEm B B EEm B B A

Mary Kating, Ilona Kazmer, and
Sharon Snyder, for all the hard
work they’re about to do!
Kudos to our Hospitality Com-
mittee, Carolyn Burk, Marti
Heagney and Gina Stavrou for
the yummy back to school
breakfast they hosted for the
Marion Jordan faculty and staft!
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September

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 ) 6
Labor Day MAP Testing Begins Innisbrook Wraps
NO SCHOOL Sale Starts
&2
~ )f o
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
MAP Testing Ends
7p: PTA Forum 7p: Board of
Education Meeting
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Market Day Paper 9a: PTA Meeting
Form Deadline
Market Day Online
Deadline (noon)
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Innisbrook Wraps Market Day Pickup | 6" Gr. Cross Country
Sale Ends 9:45-10:45a 4-5:30 @ Salk Pk.
Fall Fest

28 29 30

NWSC PTA Internet
Safety Presentation
(Sundling) 7:00p

Rosh Hashanah

2008




