#<%F!/S&
<TI"#&TJ&
1""%6%#' *&

J%O06)/6P&5QQR &

"HEV8H (B)*+7

T1=&,7U;&<'/&
<4=7,&J-=1?&
+.&-,&J7VW&5DW&

'G7&K;G&X=432
7=.&C+99&V7&
G-.;+,>&Y4=+2
-1.&X0?7&
ZA?7N\&&

Whew! What a January it’s
been! Frigid temps, snow,
school closings! I'll be glad to

GT8I1,814+=& usher in February...Happy
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Valentine’s Day!

February is a busy month for
us — Minicourses, Valentine’s
Parties, and our 2™ Parent
Forum!

While it’s been cold outside,
our MJPTA volunteers have
been busy working inside!
We couldn’t do our work
without them. A huge thanks

to those who made our very
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first Family Fitness Fair a suc-
cess, especially Susie Rogers
and Lisa Miles. What a great
time for all of our M] families!
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Also working hard this month
"7C.&

were our Cultural Arts

Chairs, Melanie Carter and

Rachel Oplt, who scheduled
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the great storyteller assembly
with Jim May — which kicked
off our playwriting contest!
The 6" Grade Committee was
busy with its 6" Grade Bowl-
A-Thon — lots of fun for our
students and families!

The Minicourse Committee
Chairs, Reta Evenson and
Carla Rydberg, are putting the
finishing touches on our Mini-
course class schedule. What a
great lineup we have this win-
ter — Bingo, Dog Training,
Legos, Photography, Simple

Science, and more!

The Fun Fair Committee is
hard at work planning the
activities for our March 13%
Fun Fair. We hope you’ll put
it on your calendar and join
us!

Our Nominating Committee

| X1 (50" 1 2*

also begins its v
month. It will be selectihg the
leadership of our MJPTA for
2009-2010. Open positions
are: Co-President, 1* Vice
President (Legislation), 2™
Vice President (Ways &
Means), and Recording Secre-

tary. We hope you will con-
sidering nominating yourself —
or someone you think would

be great at the job!

A special Valentine thank you
for all of our MJPTA volun-
teers! We couldn’t provide
the programs we do without
your commitment, time and

energy. Happy February!

Julie O’Hara
Wendy Seidman
MJPTA Co-Presidents

N& Come meet Dana Petersen, M]’s Principal! Hear the latest about what’s going on at Marion Jor-

dan! Find out more information about the issues that concern you. Join us for a lively discussion!

M#$%& () #+,"&,")-.°()1233)4565)
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Hopefully most of you are To begin this fundraising, For more information on I
aware of the initiative begun  the 6" graders will be host- the Ninos Ayudando Ninos |
last year that partnered ing various gym nights in Initiative, please visit |
three schools in El Salvador February and March for http://nanmj.blogspot.com [
As part of their with Marion Jordan. Last cach of the grades. or contact: I
spring, lines of communica-
service project, the tion were established and Gym Jamz NightS: Donna Denniston |
6th graders will be thhe critilclal Illeeds of zlhe . Kindergarten/1st wkdsdenn(@hotmail.com |
three schools were identi- Feb. 20th 6:30-—8:30 p.m. . I
hosting Gym Jamz fied. School supplies were nd 7 3rd Leslie Hanlon I
collected at the end of the Feb. 27th 6:30—8:30 p.m. hanlons606(@comcast.net
nights in February school year and sent to El 4th/ 5th |
to raise money for Salvador. March 6th 6:30—8:30 pm Paljla PlnderSkI . I
jdpinderski(@ameritech.net [
schools in EI This yeart:ilford'fheirdser\lzice The cost is $5/child and ] I
project, the 6% grade class each student must be ac- Mindy Stoms
Salvador. Hope will lead the fundraising companied by a parent or mindy(@servingpeople.com |
you’ll join us! effort for large-scale pro- guardian. This event will |
jects at the schools in El include: 6" Grade Service [
Salvador. The goal is to Project Committee I
raise $7,000, which is the e Sports Games :
amount needed to build Bingo
security fencing around the Snack Bar |
schools. |
e Raffle
/
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Spring is just around the
corner. (Wishful thinking,
right?) That means it’s time
for Spring cleaning! The
garage, basement and clos-
ets need some assistance.

A good way to protect our
environment is to donate
items to charities. Or have
a garage sale. Someone’s

is someone else’s
sure.

ZT6$/"/116% &

We continue to accept used
inkjet cartridges and cell
phones (no accessories) in
the collection box at the
front lobby of the school.
Our PTA receives a check
for these items for usually
$60-$150 per year. This is
where it pays to RECYCLE.

Thank you for your contin-
ued support in Waste Free
Lunch. The students are
very proud to show off their
Waste Free Lunches to us.

Mark your calendars
with our 2009 Waste
Free Lunch schedule:
February 20, March 16,
April 22 and May 15.

HAPPY 2009 and remem-
ber: Reduce, Reuse, Recy-
cle!

Robin Murauskis and Josey
Crescio-Environmental Ed.
Committee
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At our recent SPARK (Special Edu-
cation Parents Accessing Resources
and Knowledge) meeting, Dr. Mi-
chael Frey, from the Comprehen-
sive Psychological Services, gave an
excellent presentation on the differ-
ence between children with Atten-
tion-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD) and children having diffi-
culties with Executive Functioning
(EF).

Executive functioning are those
interrelated functions that are re-
sponsible for purposeful, goal di-
rected and problem-solving behav-
ior. Often, children are diagnosed
with ADHD, when really they are
having difficulties with EF.

It is important to understand the !
difference between the two so that
your child gets the proper treat-

ment. Children that are diagnosed

with EF work with a train
sional on goal setting, self-
awareness of strengths and we
nesses, organization and plann
being flexible/strategy use
monitoring their success

The next SPARK meeti
23rd, at 7:00pm, Wal
ling Junior High theatre, 1100 N.
Smith Street, Palatine.

Continued on page 5
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This year, a number of Marion Jor-
dan students participated in the
PTA Reflections Program which
gave students the opportunity to
display their talents while reinforc-
ing the importance of arts in educa-
tion in the categories of film/video
production, dance choreography,
musical composition, photography,
visual arts and literature. The
theme of this year’s program was
“Wow!”

Many wonderful pieces were sub-
mitted and advanced representing
Marion Jordan at the District #15
level. Congratulations to all of you!

Adam C. — 3" Grade
Lija H. — 6" Grade
Rachana J. — 3" Grade
Braden K. — 5" Grade
Jessica L. — 5" Grade

~

Margaret P. — 3" Grade
Matthew P. — 1** Grade
Chandler W. — 4® Grade

Two Marion Jordan students ad-
vanced from the District #15 level
to the Northwest Suburban Council
competition. Braden K. submitted
several fantastic photographs. His
piece entitled “The Wood Dragon”
proceeded to the next level for
District evaluation. Adam C. com-
posed a musical piece entitled
“Pangaea” that not only moved on
to the District level, but has ad-
vanced to State. Congratulations,
Adam!

Great big congratulations to all of
the students, and thanks to all of
you for your hard work! The talent

and imagination displayed by all of

you would like to bake for a teacher/staff member.

our students was very impressive.
Everyone should be very proud of
their work, accomplishments and

creativity.

Please be sure to mark your calen-
dars for upcoming Northwest Sub-
urban Council’s Showcase on Mon-
day, February 23", at Carl Sand-
burg Junior High School in Rolling
Meadows. The Showcase will in-
clude an art gallery and showcase all
of the projects the Marion Jordan
students submitted. The gallery

showcase will open at 6:00p.m.

N

GHHIJHK* *D#L64#7(%0'$11"0@"

The Reflections

projects
submitted by
our Marion
Jordan students
will be
showcased at
Carl Sandburg
Junior High on
February 23rd

/
/’

M.N#"$*O*O*O*M.N#"$*O*
| [ |

There are still a few spots left to fill to bake for our wonderful teachers/staff birthdays. It shows them our
appreciation for a job well done! Contact Laurie Wood at LAWOOD711(@aol.com or (847) 776-6702 if

“M.|
-
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Every order placed for Mar-  children!! If you have any questions or
ket Day in February helps us need help placing an order,
meet our sales goal and Paper order forms are due please call Liz (934-7321)
helps us carn $250 worth of ~ Wednesday, February 18", or Stephanic (934-8914),
books for Marion Jordan’s Online ordering has been

Library. extended to 11:00 p.m. on

Friday, February 20,
Whether you order one

item or 100 items this Our pick up date is Tues-
onth, your support is day, February 24", from
eeded for us to reach that 9:45 — 10:45 a.m. in the
oal. Please help out by MPR. Come at 8:30 to help
ordering from Market Day us sort and pack orders.

this month. Great food for

you earns free books for our

<.66%'@*.66*/06N$*9%(=*

It’s a brand new year and lection. You will be the Maya M

Mrs. Tomal has shelves and very first to check that book  Chandler W

shelves of brand new books out and your nameplate will

just waiting for you. be in that book 4-EVER! Don’t forget to look for

your namecake in the RC!
Join the Birthday Book Club ~ These December Birthday
and pick out new titles to Buds will be immortalized
add to MJ’s wonderful col- in our Resource Center:

ZT6$/"/16% &
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The PTA has arranged for
Child’s Play Touring Theatre to
perform for Marion Jordan stu-

also attached to this news- ® DO NOT use excessive

letter. We cannot submita  yjglence. Child’s Play does not

piece without a completed, perform stories with violent

dents in May. signed form attached to it.

3) Place the piece, with the
form attached, in the
Child’s Play Submissions
box in the PTA workroom
by the morning of

March 31 —THISIS A

themes or scenes.

®  Use only your own ideas —

Child’s Play Touring Theatre is a

this includes characters as well
professional children’s theatre

as story lines.
dedicated exclusively to per- y

forming stories and poems writ- ® Keep in mind that the per-

ten by children. One to four formance will be in May.

(43 . » . .
world premiere” pieces written

by Marion Jordan students will

be included in the performance.

The Marion Jordan pieces will

be bookended by a few Child’s

FIRM DEADLINE. .

Manuscripts will be re-
turned to the PTA by

Child’s Play on the morning

of the performance.

Good handwriting, gram-
mar and spelling make the pieces
easier to read; however, creative
ideas are more important. The
Child’s Play artists are adept at

Play repertory pieces. interpreting children’s variations

Child’s Play Writing Guidelines:

All students are encouraged to °

of the English language.

It is not necessary to write a It is fine to include artwork that

submit their work for considera- illustrates the piece being sub-

play. Many times stories, po-

tion. Here’s how: cms, songs and essays are bet- mitted.
ter suited for performance
1) Write something, either needs. Poems can be as short Good Luck!

individually or witha group ;5 few lines, to several pages
Melanie Carter
Rachel Oplt

Cultural Arts

of students, following the long. One to three pages is the

general guidelines below. best length for stories, three to

2) Complete, signand attacha e pages for plays. However,

“Manuscript Identification that is just a suggestion — do

what feels right!

®  There should be a well
defined beginning, middle and

Form” to each piece. Each
student writer must sign a
form. Manuscript Identifi-
cation Forms have been

given to all of the teachers end to the story line.

and are also in the Forms ® A piece with many charac-

section of the Marion Jor- ters or settings may be too

dan PTA website. A copy is

Cl-DEdeaso+#Fo0¢12

Speaker Catherine Whitcher,
M.Ed., Founder of Precision Edu-
cation, Inc., Joliet, holds multiple

technically difticult to stage.

This meeting will focus on Individ- special education. A nationwide

ual Education Plans—including the presenter on IEP planning, she has
purpose of an [EP—along with a
helpful 22-point checklist for a

successful IEP. Other areas dis-

consistently proven her ability to

special education teaching certifi- work with an entire special educa-

cates has been featured on the Au- tion team while always keeping the

cussed will be the foundation of the  tismOne radio show, and is pub- child first.

IEP process, goal sheets, and parent  lished in The Autism Perspective

concerns. for her knowledge and insight into Ani Erickson
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Be sure to save the date —
this year’s Fun Fair will be
held on Friday, March 13,
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
at Marion Jordan.

Fun Fair 2009 is well on its
way to being a great time for
alll MJ families can come
enjoy games, prizes, hot
dogs, “Balloons with the
Amazing Josh”, raffle baskets
and much more! Our theme

* /&l O ];:&'ear is a baseball theme,
+ ] " + me ready to cheer for

23%1

4536 /8&%

9536 8

ZT6$/"/16% &

your favorite team!

Remember, this is an evening

& for fun for the
whole family — children must

come accompanied by an
adult. We look forward to
seeing you!

Sam & Liz Pusch
847-934-7321
Fun Fair Coordinators

Fun Fair Shuttle Bus
For your convenience,

Marion Jordan will be offer-
ing a shuttle bus service to
and from the Fun Fair. The
shuttle will provide service
from the parking lot of St.
Nectarios Greek Orthodox
urch at the corner of Pala-
e and Roselle Roads to

Marion Jordan and back.

The shuttle will run from
5:20 to 9:00 p.m.

“Take Me Out to the Ball
Game” Poster Contest

We can’t wait to see creative
Fun Fair baseball posters
from M] Kids! Help deco-
rate Marion Jordan and have
a chance to win prizes!

Here’s how to partici-

pate:

e Ask your teacher for a
piece of the special Fun
Fair poster board, and
create a baseball theme
poster promoting the
Fun Fair. Use markers,
crayons, paint, glitter. ..
but most of all, your
imagination! (Maybe a
baseball card of your
teacher playing for your
favorite team)!

e  Write your name and
your teacher’s name on
the back of the poster,
and turn them in to your
teacher.

Posters are due Friday,
Feb. 27.

Fun Fair Tickets

Save money and beat the
crowds! Pre-purchase game
tickets at a discount. We
will be sending out flyers
later in February.

If you have any questions,
please contact the ticket
committee: Barb Leonard
(847) 934-5848 or Lisa
Colby (847) 359-9470.

Fabulous Fun Fair Food
Bring your appetite to the

Fun Fair! This year we will
have hot dogs, beverages and
much more at the Fair to eat.

Forms will go out in Febru-
ary to reserve & pre-pay for
your food. Pre-ordering
will make it so easy to just
come and enjoy this great
night with your family. We’ll
have food to purchase at the
Fair, too.

Fun Fair Coat Check
Wondering where to put

your coats during the fun
packed Fun Fair? The 6t
grade committee is raising
money for their end-of-the-
year activities, and will pro-
vide a coat check for dona-
tions. Please help our 6*
graders and check your coat!

3((*4H#*/%*%5(*6'$*6/8., 7*
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Each classroom will create a
special themed basket for the
Fun Fair raffle. Your room
moms will be coordinating this
for your class. Please ask your
teacher or room mom what your
classroom’s theme is.

A flyer will be sent home with
more details on the classroom
raffle baskets.

Donations are to be turned
in to your classroom no
later than Friday, March
6th.

[
M. ((#"*F?*L0"*R."%0*30"&.")$*GH

Don’t be a spectator — get in the
game! It takes over 125 volun-
teers to put on a fantastic Fun
Fair.

We are asking folks to put in
one inning — that’s just one shift
- in games, check-in, food ser-

If you (or a group of families)
would like to donate your own

basket or any other item that can

be raffled, please contact me.
All donations are appreciated!

We’re also accepting empty
basket donations. Just drop
your basket in the PTA work-

room.

Raffle tickets will be available
for sale during the Fun Fair.

vice, Cake Walk, raffle baskets,
silent auction, and other areas.
It’s easy, it’s painless, it’s fun.

And, if you have a high-schooler
in need of community or church
service hours, this is the place to

be.

Cameryn Lang
847-221-5004
Fun Fair Basket Committee

Sign up with Nancy Kaye at
nckayveda(@yahoo.com, or call
me at 847-963-8577.

Choice rotations go fast. Now,
PLAY BALL!

The Fun Fair
needs fun
volunteers like

you!

<=#/N2.(#Y*3.TY*MZ8VUW**R%'C

Minicourses started last week and run during lunch hour through the end of March. The classes are a great way to learn something

new, maybe get a little exercise, or make a craft with a friend during some of the cold days. We have several new classes this year,

including cardio-kickboxing, Legos, and cookie decorating. If you have ideas for possible future classes, let us know. That is how

we can keep minicourses fresh and exciting!

Thanks to all the parents who have agreed to cither teach a course or assist with one. We couldn't do these courses without you!

)

Carla Rydberg and Reta Evenson, Minicourses Committee
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Kudos to the following people who helped to make the Teacher's Holiday Breakfast a deli-
cious success: Ericka Arbour, Susan Bieda, Grace Chen, Karen Fagerson, Anju
Gakhal, Mary Kating, Nancy Kaye, Ilona Kazmer, Marie Kuechel, Kim Liau-
taud, Lisa Maniola, Joanne Pace, Julie Pope, Caroline Schroll and Mr. Nor-
mann.

Please join us in offering a big round of thanks to our Junior Great Books volunteers:
Tammy Miceli, Cindy Payne, Kelly Reynolds, Nancy Kaye, Deanna Hotchner,
Christine Fiore, Alison Silver, Robin Grimaldi, Elizabeth Pagenkopf, and Kelly
Leonard-Chung. Junior Great Books is a six-wecek program designed to build a love of
reading through shared discussion and interpretation of classic literature, folklore and chil-
dren's stories. Our volunteers did fabulous job of leading group discussions as well as com-
ing up with creative and fun craft ideas for the students to make.

Market Day Kudos

A big, huge, heartfelt thank you needs to be sent out to our wonderful volunteers: Kim
Ault, Cameryn Lang, Jeff Perkins, Christine Fiore, Caroline Schroll, Lisa
Maniola, Nancy Kaye and Julie Houp. We wouldn’t be able to function as a committee
without your help! Thank you!!! Liz & Stephanie

A big "THANK YOU" to all our Resource Center Volunteers:

Ericka Arbour Barb Leonard
Michelle Beckemeier Kathy Menis
Lisa Colby Melodie Moroney
Ed Consentino Lisa Ochal
Susan Erickson Rachel Oplt
Kris Flemming Julie Pope
Debbie Gnaster Liz Roberts
Crista Goluch Sudha Saxena
Julie Houp Alison Silver
Patty Ide Sheri Tyska
Mary Kating Laurie Wood
Nancy Kaye

Beth Lang
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Writing Guidelines for Young Authors

You can write about anything. It can be serious or funny or silly or sad or... you get
the picture!

THE41H

You can write a stoty, a poem, an essay, a play, or a song and you make it as long as
you want or as short as you want.

We love drawings and artwork. Please send them with your story or poem.
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Help us out, write as clearly and neatly as you can. Have your classmates read your
writing and check for good handwriting and spelling. Of course, that’s on your final
draft. At first, just write—let your ideas out onto the paper.

CHiLd

Remember, you are the writer. That means no copying from a book, story you're
studying in class, your neighbor, a television show, or a movie you've just seen. 5o,
no Harry Potter. Write with a friend, but please check with your teacher first.

CHILD’S PLAY TOURING THEATRE
MANUSCRIPT IDENTIFICATION FORM

Title:

Author:

Home Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Home Phone Number: E-mail: Age:

School: Grade:

Teacher:

I promise that this story, poem or drawing is my own work and I did not copy it from a book, television show, movie or
anything else.

Signature




