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Presidents” Letter

I have spent my summer think-

ing about the good we can do
when people come together.
As many of you know, I walked
(every step!) in the Breast Can-
cer 3 Day 60-Mile Walk this
August. The visual image of
thousands of walkers (and their
supporters) — dressed mostly in
pink, making their way through
our villages and neighborhoods
— was a stunning one. All these
people coming together with
one goal in mind.

That’s how I view our work as a
community. We are parents
and teachers and students and
friends with one goal in mind —

to create quality experiences for
every child at Marion Jordan.
Sometimes these experiences
are educational; sometimes,
social. All important.

What I hope for us — as a com-
munity — this year is that we
bring our best selves to school,
with our greatest ideas and our
highest intentions. Each of us is
important in the equation.
What I hope is that you give
what you can — of your time,
your energy and your re-
sources. Each contribution is
invaluable in our work.

Don’t forget about our first
evening forum that will be held

PTA Forms Due!

Your PTA Membership Forms are due today, September 5! Please be sure to get them

in so your family can be listed in our PTA Directory.

Tuesday, September 9" from
7:00-8:00 p.m. at Marion Jor-
dan. This is a terrific opportu-
nity to meet our new superin-
tendent, Dr. Lukich, our prin-
cipal, Mrs. Petersen, other
parents, and our PTA Co-
Presidents. We look forward to
seeing you!

We look forward to this new
school year with high hopes and

great expectations.

Julie O’Hara
MJPTA Co-President

Wendy Seidman
MJPTA Co-President

Also, we are continuing to accept the Volunteer Interest Sheets and the Classroom Party Fee

Forms. If you need an extra, please ask at the office, or check out our website, www.mjpta.org.

Resource Center Volunteers Needed

Do you want an EASY and FUN way to get involved at Marion Jordan? Come help in the Re-

source Center! Volunteers will help students check books in and out, shelve books, and assist

Mrs. Tomal with special projects. The 1 2 hour shifts are weekly or bi-weekly.

Please contact Kelly Reynolds at (847)359-0464 if you can help!
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New
for
2009!

Northwest
Community
Hospital,
Community
Consolidated
School
District 15,
and the
Northwest
Suburban Council PTAs
will be hosting this
interactive family event
designed to promote
fun physical activity,
eating right, and living a
healthy lifestyle.

WE NEED
VOLUNTEERS to lead
children and parents in
various activities which

promote physical

fitness.

WE ALSO NEED
VOLUNTEERS to help
run interactive stations!
(no training necessary)

If you are interested in
helping, please contact:
Susan Rogers
(847)991-7712
Srogers719@
comcast.net

(o]
Lisa Miles
MILESInvern@aol.com

JORDA
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5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

There will be activities,
games, food, pumpkin &
scarecrow contests, as well
as a parade (at 5:30pm)
honoring the organizations
to which our M] students
belong.

Contests:

Pumpkins must be brought
to school on Friday,
September 26™, for dis-
play. Please bring scare-
crows directly to Fall

Fest. All contest entries
must be taken home after
fest, or they will be dis-
carded.

Special Activities:
Attention all Marion Jordan

students and families! We
will have a huge surprise —

something fun for the whole

NAIRE

Fall Fest Coming 500

This year’s MJPTA Fall Fest will be
held on Friday, September 26™ from

Soma, Ota, Kua! Read, Dream, Grow!

Come on a reading safari with the M] Fall Book Fair! The Scholastic Book Fair will be held from
October 28 through November 1 in the Resource Center. The Book Fair will be open during the
Pancake Breakfast on Saturday November 1st so families can shop together.

This year’s Book Fair will offer the fabulous book selection and variety we’ve come to expect
from Scholastic, while raising funds for our school’s Resource Center and books for our class-

rooms.

If you’d like to volunteer to help with the Book Fair, please call Julie Pope at (847)963-0307.
All Book Fair volunteers will receive one FREE book for every four purchased!

family! Make sure you
bring some extra $$ for this
one! (It's something that
involves the staff at MJ).
Also, MJ has adopted the
Palatine Food Pantry for the
month of September. We
will be hosting a special "Fill
the Bus" event during Fall
Fest. Please bring a non-
perishable food item or pa-
per product to the Fall

Fest. There will be a list of
items most needed posted in

the office.

Sponsorship
The Family Events Commit-

tee is looking for families
and/ or local businesses to
sponsor games or activities
for this year’s Fall

Fest. Your family or busi-

\

ness name will be posted at your

sponsored activity. If you are
interested in sponsoring an
event, please contact Lyndy Mor-
ton-Clement or Marlo Messner
no later than September 10™.

These are the events in the
works...

*Rock Climbing Wall - MUST
WEAR CLOSED TOE SHOES
FOR THIS!

*Qutdoor Slide

*Inflatable Midway with
Games

*Special Feature

*Smash the Can

*Potty Toss

Should you have any questions
please contact: Lyndy Morton-
Clement (847)404-6103 or
Marlo Messner (847)636-7984
marlomessner(@aol.com



The Marion Jordan PTA has adopted the Palatine Food Pantry for the month of September. To fill
their larder, weare hoping you’ll help us FILL THE BUS! We’ll have a school bus at Fall Fest on Fri-

day, September 26%

winter!

®. Bring a paper or non-perishable food item, and help us help them get ready for

We will be collecting items in the M] lobby beginning the week of September 22", so feel free to bring

your donations in early. -

.

Here are the items most frequléntly requested by those people served by the Palatine Food Pantry: toilet

paper, paper towels, tuna fish, pasta, rice, spaghetti sauce, fruit (canned), juice, cold cereal, macaroni

and cheese, children’s snacks, tomate sauce and crackers.

Kids Helping Kids Committee

Welcome back to our Marion
Jordan families from your Mar-
ket Day Committee.

We have some exciting new
products this year and we’re also
bringing back some great pro-
mot?ﬁéj Tike Pennicgs for II;ics.
We're hoping you check us out
for some great savings with Mar-

B.E.A.R.—Be Excited About
Reading — is a one-on-one
tutorial program for 1** and 2nd
grade students who could bene-
fit from additional reading sup-
port. We are looking for volun-
teers (including grandparents
and neighbors) to give 2 hour to
1 hour of your time weekly or
bi-weekly to work directly with
these children. If you've had a

ket Day’s new family meal saver
ideas as well as some familiar

or familiar faces to help us pack
orders or help with work-at-

favorites like Chick N Steaks and “"*heme volunteering, too.

"~ Cheese Pizzaeatzas.

Keep watch in the backpacks in
early September for our first
order sheet. Our first pick up
date is Tuesday, September 23.
We’re always looking for new

child in this program, you know
the benefits! Our reading spe-
cialist, Kristine Beening, will
provide a short training session
with some wonderful strategies
to get that carly reader on his or
her way to a lifelong love of
learning. It’s easy, it’s fun, but
most of all, it’s rewarding! If
you are interested in joining the
B.E.A.R. team or if you have

As always, feel free to call or

email us'yith any questions.

Liz Pusch %(847) 934-7321 or
Puschs@sbcglgbal.net.
934-8914 or

Stephanie Stanke
the3boysnme(@co

any questions, please call or
email either one of us.

Laurie Bulson LY
lhbulson@comcast.net
(847)934-2175

Deb Rudman
debrudman(@comcast.net

(847)991-7505
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Dessert with
Dana & Dan

Tuesday, September 9th,
7:00 p.m. Marion Jordan
Resource Center

The Marion Jordan PTA
would like to invite you to
our very first Parent Fo-
rum! Meet the new Dis-
trict 15 Superintendent,
Dr. Dan Lukich, as well as
our own Marion Jordan
Principal, Dana Petersen.

We hope you’ll join us for
a lively forum!

Any questions, please call
MJPTA Co-Presidents,

Julie O’Hara, (847)991-
1465, or Wendy Seidman,
(847)359-7865

N

Environmental Education News

Our kids are back in school
and it is time once again to
pack up their lunches! We
would like to encourage
students to bring their
lunches in reusable lunch
bags and food items in reus-
able containers.

Our first Waste Free
Lunch is scheduled for

iday, September 12. If
____________________/

006-09 Reflections Program

<

Mark you calendar! In early

October, there will be a
special after-school mini-
course for students to re-
view their Reflections pro-
jects with an experienced
professional photographer
and art director. Students
are encouraged to bring
their ideas, projects and
questions. It is a great op-
portunity to meet two peo-
ple who have made art and
creativity their career. Keep
a lookout for the final date
of the mini-course.

Just as a reminder, this
year’s theme is “Wow!”
With such a great, wide

your child brings his/her
lunch in all reusable con-
tainers, he/she will receive
a raffle ticket and his/her
name may be chosen during
the announcements to win a

prize.

We will offer Waste Free
Lunch every month, so
please check the calendar
for the dates. The students

open theme, the ideas can
be expressed limitlessly
throughout the categories.
Students in Kindergarten
through Grade 6 at Marion
Jordan can submit entries in
the following categories:

®  Film/video production
®  Dance choreography

® Musical composition

®  Photography

®  Visual arts

e Literature

Keep in mind, the deadline
for entries is November 7.
Students are not limited to
one entry or one Category.
Watch for more information

really look forward to the
raffle tickets. Itisa lot of
fun for them. They are
truly making a difference in
keeping America beautiful!

Thank you for your support.

Robin Murauskis and Josey
Crescio-Environmental Ed.
Committee

at school and through the
newsletter. Keep snapping
shots, composing music, or
drawing what you think

expresses “Wow!” to you.

Complete rules, entry
forms, and additional details
will be available in the front
office or feel free to contact
Molly Plizga at 847-991-
3687 or by email at
molly869(@sbcglobal.net.
All entry forms and rules
and regulations can be
emailed, sent to a student’s
classroom upon request, or

picked up in the front office.

All New Earth Friendly Jordanaire

Be sure to get all the latest M] news at your fingertips! Our brand new electronic Jor-

danaire debuts September 5th...Get it via e-mail or on our website, www.mjpta.org.

Please contact Julie O'Hara, joh1012(@yahoo.com, if you'd like to receive the Jordanaire

via e-mail. Tell your friends and neighbors!

JORDANAIRE
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Election Day 18 November 4, 2006

The Presidential General Election is on Tuesday, November 4. If you need to register to vote, you have
until October 7, 2008. A good website to look at is www.voterinfonet.com. There, you will find infor-
mation concerning where you can register to vote; you can even register by mail.

To register online, go to www.rockthevote.com.

Let your voice be heard! Remember to vote on November/4th!

Also be sure to check out www.illinoispta._org. This website will keep you informed on legislation in
Springfield and what bills are being discussed c‘oncerning educational issues.

Robin Murauskis-Legislation

Kudos Corner 3%

Kudos — and thanks! - to our bakers who provided our M] faculty and staff with a yuml:my Back to
School Breakfast: Mary Kay Aronson, Laurie Bulson, Sally Fedus, Debbie Wienold. Thanks, too, to
Ingrid Frankian, Min Goodwin, Marlo Messner, and Cindy Payne for their donations for the breakfast.

Thanks to our terrific M] teachers and staff for all their hard work in preparing for the school year —and o

for a terrific Parent Orientation gvenmg‘ v

»w i

Kudos to Donna Dennlston our Welcome Committee Chair, for organizing our Newcomers’ Orlcnta—
tion. We had a great turnout! Thanks, too, to Cyndi Jeon, Lyndy Morton-Clement and Sharon Snyder
for helping out! - l/
Special thanks to Mark Evenson, our W ebmaster, for his hard wiork on updating the MJPTA website over

the summer. —~ L &

Kudos to Laurie Bulson and Deb Rudman, the Volunteer Parents Committee, who’ve pored over the
Volunteer Interest Forms and Class Party Forms to organize a great group of volunteers (and Room Par-
ents) for us this year.

Special kudos to Alison Silver, 2" Vice President, Ways and Means, who’s spent a great deal of time put-
ting together our Innisbrook fundraiser, as well as our Direct Donation Drive.

Thanks to Marlo Messner and Lyndy Morton-Clement, Co-Chairs of the Family Events Committee,
who’ve brought some great ideas — and energy — to the PTA! We're all looking forward to Fall Fest!

Our most special kudos go to the stellar MJ staff, school secretaries, Karen Roiland and Donna Divello, as
well as custodians, Stella Munoz and Steve Nagy. Without them, we could never do as much as we are
able to do!

Join us for
our next M)
PTA
meeting on
Sept. 19 at
9:00 a.m.



September

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Labor Day Innisbrook Wraps
NO SCHOOL Sale Starts
&2
) PTA Forms Due!
(DR
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
MAP Testing Begins Waste Free Lunch
7p: PTA Forum 7p: Board of
Education Meeting
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Market Day Paper MAP Testing Ends 9a: PTA Meeting
Form Deadline
Market Day Online
Deadline (noon)
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Innisbrook Wraps Market Day Pickup | 6™ Gr. Cross Country
Sale Ends 9:45-10:45a 4-5:30 @ Salk Pk.
5-7p: Fall Fest
Food Drive begins for Fill the Bus!!
Palatine Food Pantry
28 29 30
Rosh Hashanah
NWSC PTA Internet

Safety Presentation
(Sundling) 7:00p

2009
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Benefits

The Internet has created countless new opportunities for learning.
You can now read about virtually any subject from your living
room, and teachers are finding ways to harness the power of the
Internet to make their classrooms more conducive to student
learning.

The Internet is a great tool for searching for new ways to interact

with the offline world. Families can use the Internet to learn more

about community activities or to turn a rainy day into a virtual field
trip.

Rapidly developing technology is making online communication
easier and more convenient than ever. The Internet makes it easy
to stay in touch with relatives and friends across the country;
families can use the Internet to share pictures and videos of
growing children or to find the cheapest airfare for grandma'’s next
visit.

Risks

Internet predators seek out victims who are looking for accep-
tance and looking to be heard. You can help protect your child
from predators by carefully monitoring your child’s online activities
and relationships and discussing them with your child. In addition,
teach your child to be wary of providing personal information
online. Periodic reviews of what information about your family is
posted on the Web can also help prevent offline danger.

Cyberbullying is a growing problem and is just as real and hurtful
as traditional bullying. Children may have a stronger reaction to
mean e-mails and hurtful Web posting than their parents may
realize. If your child shows warning signs of being bullied (e.g.,
suddenly becoming withdrawn, suddenly losing interest in things
he or she used to enjoy, being anxious, sad, or moody, or having
trouble sleeping), don't forget that the threat may be coming
through the computer.

The Internet has the potential to create a cyberbully, too. When
communicating online, it can be easy to forget that there is a real
person on the other end, and children may say things they would
never say in person. Because you aren't able to account for body
language or tone of voice in written messages, online communi-
cation can also lend itself to unintended misunderstandings.
Make sure your child knows and uses proper “netiquette.”

What you can do

Make sure your children feel comfortable talking to you
about their online experiences, both good and bad. Never
threaten to take away Internet access as a punishment for some-
thing that happens (intentionally or not) to your children while they
are online. Chances are your children will just find another way to
go online, and this time they may not tell you about what they are
doing there.

Keep your family’s computer in an open space in a common
room. You want to be able to casually monitor what your child is
doing. In addition, having a computer facing the corner of the
room, or generally out of sight of other people, can make the user

feel more isolated, making him or her more vulnerable to online
risks.

Educate yourself about what your child is doing online, and
make sure you are comfortable using the programs your child
uses. If you don’t understand something, ask your child. This can
be a great way to start conversations with your child.

Periodically review with your child his or her list of online con-
tacts. If you don’t know someone listed, ask your child about that
person.

Search the Web for information about your family. Using a
search engine, periodically search for your family members’
names on the Internet to see what comes up. You want to stay a
step ahead of potential predators, and this is one way to find out
what type of information they are able to access about your fam-
ily. If your child is being cyberbullied, this is also one way you
might detect hateful information about your child that is being
posted online.

Install blocking or monitoring software on your family’s com-
puter. There are many tools available to help you keep an eye on
what your children are doing online. Make sure your children
know that you have installed the software and why you have
decided to do so. This may make them think twice before doing
something online that they know is against your family’s rules.
However, don't forget that these are just tools; you should always
supplement these tools with honest communication with your
children.

Establish a Media Use Contract with each child in your family. It
is important that you have a conversation with each child to set
rules and limits that are appropriate for him or her. In your conver-
sation, be explicit about how you intend to monitor your child’s
online activities and what the consequences will be if the contract
is broken. Once the contracts have been signed, post them next
to your family’s computer as a reminder.

For moREe informATION,
VISIT WWW.PTA.ORG.

PTA
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